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CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

 
JAMES H. KASTER (Minnesota) 
Date of admission to practice: May 21, 1979 (Wisconsin) 
Present position: Partner 
Size of firm: 35 attorneys, 45 support staff 
Year became a NELA member: 1992 
Names of NELA Affiliates: Minnesota NELA 
Percentage of legal work devoted to the representation of employees 
and/or their interests: 95% 
 
 
As I have confessed in the past, I hate meetings. When I am in a 
meeting, I feel restless and out of sorts, like the adult victim of attention 
deficit disorder that I am. I suppose I am not alone in that sentiment. 
 
Having said that, one might wonder why I am trying for another term on 
the NELA Board, or any Board for that matter, since many meetings are 
inevitably a part of the commitment. The answer is simple. NELA is the 
best organization I have been associated with in my legal career. It has the best people, who do the best work, 
and it serves the most deserving clientele, people who have lost a job without cause or reason, or sometimes 
for the worst of reasons.  
 
The people I have met during my time on the Board are giving, generous, and truly dedicated professionals in 
every sense of the word. They give of their time and resources, without promise of reward, or even thanks. The 
executive team, headed by the Executive Director Teri Chaw, is also a true example of competence and 
selfless leadership. 
 
The work that the Board and the leadership team do is just as impressive. The Board supports the many 
legislative initiatives of NELA, including its lobbying group, responsible for—among other things—the tax relief 
act that gives our clients some relief from the gross unfairness of earlier iterations of the law, and the inherent 
unfairness of forced arbitration or the sometimes ruthless application of summary judgment. The Board also 
supports NELA’s work on judicial selection, its amicus work, its educational seminars, scholarships, and many, 
many other initiatives. 
 
What can I add to this mix? I can work as an ambassador for national NELA, and support the good work of 
NELA in ways that only a position on the Board allows me to do, specifically its work on seminars, lobbying for 
better laws in Congress, and supporting cy pres initiatives for The Institute. 
 
I sincerely believe in NELA, its great people and mission. I hope that I will be given a chance to continue to 
serve and grow as a Board member and contributor. 


